l^'X. one of said selecte^aming devices upon the occurrence of a prcdetermined event; 

storing!*^ data in a memory connected to a controller associated with only one of 
/) the gaming devices; 

^'^'^'^X transmitting a^a indicative of gaming device activity fix)m the gaming device to 

the controller; 

transmitting a pay coih^d from the controller to the gaming device upon the 
occurrence of the predetermined event ohlj^f a bonus period has been initiated; and 
paying the bonus via the ganuh^device responsive to receipt of the pay 

command. 



T 



(new) The metftod of claim>2f<herein the predetermined event comprises a 
predetermined transaction at the gaming device. 
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^new) The method of hlaim 6^eiein said predetermined transaction 



making a wager at the gaming devick. 



comprises 



(new) The method of claim)^herein said predetermined transaction comprises 
handle pull at the gaming device 

^ (new) The method of clain^wheA^n providing data establishing criteria to cause a 
bonus to be paid from the pool via one of said selVted gaming devices upon the occurrence of a 
predetermined event comprises providing data causWiSS to be paid from the pool via one 
of said selected gaming devices only if predetennined\inimum gaming device play is achieved. 

/r. (new) The method of claim 6^erein said pi^etermined event comprises 
transmission of a pay command from the host computer to th\controlIer. 

Ji(Anev,)A metfiod of operating gaming devices interconJi^cted by a computer network 
to a host computer comprising: 

establishing a predetermined minimum level of gamin^device play; 
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detecting wagers madeSrt each of the gaming devices; and 
initiating a bonus period during which ganiing devices which exceed the 
minimum level are eligible to be paid a bon^rcsponsive to the occurrence of a predetermined 
event and gaming devices which do not excee\he minimum level arc not eligible for such a 
bonus. 

^^^ew) The method of claim^:wherein ini^ng a bonus period comprises 
transmitting a conmiand over the network to the gaming devices. 



l)onus period is initiated after the bonus 



^TCffoiew) The metho^^f claini^^Sherein said method further comprises: 

using the networV^o track the amount of money played on the selected gaming 

devices; and 

allocating a predetermihed percentage played to a bonus pool. 

\. \ ) 

J^(new) The method of claim^TGvSltei^ntheic 
pool exceeds a predetermined level. 

^(new) The method of claim^herein tli^predetermined event comprises a jackpot 
paid at one of the gaming devices. 

\9 /l(new) The method of claim^herein the predetermined event comprises random 
selection of one of the gaming devices. 



^(new) The method of claim^^herein said method further comprises paying a 
bonus to a gaming device responsive to a pay command transmitted from the host computer over 
the network. 
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5. (new) The method of cMh^ wherein said method further comprises: 

storing data defining the ^det^ned minimum level of gaming device play in 
lemory at the gaming device; and 

comparing the level of gaming d\ice play with the stored data 

p^. (new) The method of claiq^tfS wherein said method further includes indicating to a 
player of the gaming device whether or not the gaming device is eligible to be paid a bonus. 
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^. (new) A method of Prorating gaming devices configured to play a preselected game 
interconnected by a computer network to a host computer comprising: 

permitting players to play the preselected game at the gaming devices; 
paying to each device inS^ccordance with a payout table stored in the device after 

each game; 

monitoring the activity of theSeaming devices; 
detecting the amount of money\layed on the gaming devices; 
allocating a predetermined percentage of the money played to a bonus pool; 
determining the level of the bonus pbol; 

initiating a bonus period after the bonOs pool exceeds a predetermined level; 
permitting continued^-©, of the preselecffcd game at the gaming devices; 
continuing to pay to each device in accordii^ce with the payout table after 
initiating the bonus period; and 

paying a bonus to at least one of the gaming deuces responsive to the occurrence 
of a predetermined event after initiating the bonus period. 

^(new) The method of claim^Twherein said method fiirthfer comprises: 

detecting the amount of money paid as bonuses on the gWng devices; 
modifying the bonus pool by the amount of money paid as^onuses; 
determining the level of the bonus pool; and 

deactivating the bonus payout table in the gaming device after'itje bonus pool 
level falls below a turn-off level. 
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(new) The method of claini;?«rwherein said turn-on level is above said tum-off level 

(new) The method ofc\axmT!T wherein initiating a bonus period comprises 
transmitting a command over the network to the gaming devices. 

^^new) The method o^s^aini^T^^herein tiie predetermined event comprises a jackpot 
paid at one of the gaming devices. 

y:. (new) The metiiod of claim;?fA^rein the predetermined event comprises random 
selection of one of the gaming devices. 




(new) The method of claim;^herein payihg a bonus to at least one of the gaming 
devices comprises paying a bonus to a gaming device resp^ive to a pay command transmitted 
from the host computer over the network. 

(new) The method of claim^^herein said method furtfier includes: 
defming bonus eligibility crit^a; and 
paying a bonus only to gaming d^ices which meet the criteria 

§^ 

I'm. (new) The method of clain^ wherein tlieNs^teria comprises a minimum level of 
gamingjdevice play. 
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33-. (new) The metiiod of clairTii^ wherein said method furtiier comprises indicating to 
the player of die gaming device whether or not the gaming device is eligible to be paid a bonus. 
^ ^ — 




^. (new) The metiiod of claini^J^erein said method further comprises: 
determining the level of play tbr a gaming device; 
preventing a bonus from being prnb^o the gaming device when the level of play 
falls below a predetermined level. 
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